advantage of making much more specific promises so far as virility was concerned, whereas the Electro-Vigour, despite its name, confined itself to rather elusive generalities.
As a matter of fact, when he had bought the Hercules (at Sanden Electric Belts, 14 rue Taitbout), Quinette nearly yielded to the desire, natural in an inventor, to take it to pieces. What restrained him was the fear of finding a couple of Belgian sous and sawdust.
For three days now the bookbinder had been wearing his belt. He expected from it not so much the possibility of accomplishing amorous exploits, for which he continued to have little inclination, as the disappearance of a sense of inferiority. Together with all the best authorities, he believed that virile vigour was bound up with vitality in general. He refused to admit that his own vitality was diminished. Perhaps it was not even asleep, but had merely let itself be turned too exclusively towards brain-work. Even at best the Herculex could certainly not be capable of making energy burst forth in an organism which was fundamentally defective ; but it might, by conveying energy to certain organs, make it more manifest than it had been before, and suppress a doubt in the wearer which could not fail to become depressing.
Quinette attached, therefore, a real importance to the impression which he had just made on the young lady. The kind of embarrassment, and even of fright, which had visibly taken possession of her was only to be explained by a radiation of unusual energy emanating from Quinette. Without descending to the sillinesses of the spiritualists, it was not unreasonable to suppose that the vital energy of a person did radiate, and, when it had an increase of liveliness, became felt by other people, to the point of becoming almost unbearable.
For that matter, Quinette was fully conscious of the sensation which had suddenly uplifted him. Only one point intrigued him: whether this sensation had taken possession of him at the very moment when he noticed a wedding-ring on his visitor's finger.